Kitten season
Its kitten season and I wanted to write an article for you on kitten care. Since you are reading this in the Paw you are a little more knowledgeable than most and I wanted you to be able to walk away with something truly useful.  These are a few critical points that can have life long benefits for you and your new friend. While they may seem simple they are often overlooked 
. First,  Start trimming your kitten’s nails early.  Do it weekly, do ALL the nails and don’t stop when they wiggle squirm cry or try to bite.  Get help if you need it, but do it.  Your kitten has to learn that there are things mom and dad do that they don’t like but they have to give in.   This process will get easier each week as you complete it. Trimming nails doesn’t hurt but kittens generally don’t like having their paws handled.  Remember, this is life training.  If you have never done this get help from your veterinarian and finish with lots of praise and treats.  Our goal is to make this as pleasant as possible.  Then later in life when you have to give medication your cat will understand that it’s ok for mom and dad to do things to me that I don’t understand or particularly like.
     Second, Get a good rope scratching post 3-4 feet tall and a feather toy and TRAIN your kitten to use it. They don’t have a clue what this new thing is .  You have to show them, daily.  Fly the feather around the post.  As your kitten attacks the post it will sink it’s claws into the post, When it stops playing and sharpens it’s claws on the post have a treat in hand ready to give as soon as its done.  Do this daily, make the scratching post a focal point for play.  If you will give your kitten an appropriate place to scratch and affirmation when it’s used then you won’t have to worry about it shredding your house.
     Third, Feed canned food to your kitten, totally or as part of the daily diet.  Canned food is superior in many ways and closer to your kitten’s natural diet as compared to dry.   Canned food can also be used as a good disguise for medications.  Start this young because cats are creatures of habit and if you wait till later your cat may not recognize canned food as food.  
     Fourth, at 5-6 months of age start a twice daily feeding schedule.  Allow 30-45 minutes of access to the food then pick up the food dishes.  Cats develop routines and often they schedule “going to the food dish” in their day planner too many times. This can lead to obesity, which is one of the greatest health risks your cat will face. If you start this early in life it will be much easier on both of you.
     These are all I have room to discuss for now but these simple bits of advice can have a huge impact on your cat’s life and health.  Good luck with your new friend.

